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explanation of this is that Christ merely reduced to prac-
tice his own principle. His morality required that the
welfare and happiness of others should not merely be re-
membered as a restraint upon action, but should be made
the principal motive of action, and what he .preached in
words he preached still more impressively and zealously
in deeds. He set the first and greatest example of a life
wholly governed and guided by the passion of humanity.
The very scheme and plan of his life differed from that
of other men. He had no personal prospects, no fortune
to push, no ambitions. A good man before had been
understood to be one who in the pursuit of his own per-
sonal happiness is careful to consider also the happiness of
those around him, declines all prosperity gained at their
expense, employs his leisure in relieving some of their
wants, and who, lastly, in some extreme need or danger
of those connected with him, his relations or his country,
consents to sacrifice his own life or welfare to theirs. In
this scheme of life humanity in its rudimentary forms of
family feeling or patriotism enters as a restraining or regu-
lating principle; only in the extreme case does it become
the mainspring of action. What with other good men
was the extreme case, with Christ was the rule. In many
countries and at many different times the lives of heroes
had been offered up on the altar of filial or parental
or patriotic love. A great impulse had overmastered
them; personal interests, the love of life and of the plea-
sures of life, had yielded to a higher motive ; the names of
those who had made the great oblation had been held in
honour by succeeding ages, the place where it was made
pointed out, the circumstances of it proudly recounted.
Such a sacrifice, the crowning act of human goodness